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Communicable Disease Report
March 10, 2008

Gallatin County Weekly Communicable Disease Report February 28-March 4, 2008

Reportable : Non- Reportable :
26 Influenza B 28 Streptococcus
20 Influenza A 16 RSV

7 Chlamydi a

6 Influenza (Non -differentiated)

3 Dog Bites

1 Hepatitis C

Montana Communicable Disease Weekly Update: 03/07/08 Summary +Week 09 +
Disease reports received at DPHHS during the reporting period February 24 +March 1, 2008
included the following: giardia, salmonella, varicella and continued pertussis activity.

Pertussis : There is a cluster of pertussis in Lake County and continued activity in other areas.
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due its increased sensitivity and improved timeliness of results. During the initial investigation

of a potential cluster, CDC and the MPHL still recommend that culture be performed

concurrent with PCR in order to isolate the organism for monitoring of antimicrobial resistance

and for epidemiologic purposes. Two specimens must be submitted: (1) one NP specimen

placed into a Regan-Lowe transport tube for CULTURE and (2) one NP specimen placed into

a sterile container for PCR testing. Culture will be done by the MPHL at no charge if part of a

cluster investigation. Culture is recommended for at least a few cases if you are seeing a

cluster of pertussis cases in your jurisdiction.

Influenza Season_- Duringweek9, ORQWDQDYV LQIOXHQ]D DFWLYLW\ OHYHO
WIDESPREAD. Nationally, influenza activity slowed down, with 47 states reporting widespread

activity; 3 states, regional activity; and the District of Columbia, local activity. We are still

interested in receiving specimens, particularly from persons who were immunized and

now have rapid test positive influenza. This will assist in characterizing circulating

virus in Montana.
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